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Highlights from the Press – Domaine de Bellene 2016
W H I T E  W I N E S

Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune Blanc 2016
[90] Wine Spectator 
Though broad, there is good cut here, defining apple, lemon, butter-
scotch and mineral flavors. Thins out a bit on the finish, yet persists. 
Drink now through 2021. September 2018 

[89] Wine Enthusiast 
Although Savigny-lès-Beaune is better known for its reds, it has a few 
white vineyards. This wine shows structure as well as fruit, giving an 
edge of tannins as well as tangy fruitiness and finishing on a crisp, 
fresh note. Drink the wine from 2020. April 2019

[88] Wine Advocate 
Has a resinous, white flower-tinged bouquet that demanded some 
encouragement from the glass. It just needs a little more “attack.” The 
palate is well balanced with tropical notes of pineapple and guava on 
the entry, countered by a fine thread of acidity and a speck of spice 
on the bright finish. Drink this over the next 3 or 4 years. December 2017 

R E D  W I N E S

Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune  
Vieilles Vignes Pinot Noir 2016

[90] Wine Enthusiast 
A blend of old vines from the domaine’s holdings in Savigny, this wine 
is richly concentrated, with firm tannins that still mask the red fruits. 
As it develops, it will come together as an open, rich wine. Drink from 
2023. June 2019

[90] View from the Cellar by John Gilman
The bouquet is deep and nicely spicy out of the blocks, offering up scents  
of red currants, cherries, smoked meats, plenty of spice tones, stony 
soil elements and cedar. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied 
and properly structured out of the blocks, with an excellent core and  
soil signature, ripe, firm tannins and a long, tangy and nascently 
complex finish. This will need some time in the cellar to blossom, but 
it will be very good once it is ready to go. Issue #82 – July/August 2019

[89] Wine Spectator 
The cherry and rose hip flavors of this lean, sinewy red are driven by 
vivid acidity. Earth, mineral and spice accents add depth as this firms 
up on the finish. Best from 2021 through 2032. Web Only 2019

[87] Burghound
A touch of herbal tea sets off the relatively deeply pitched and somber 
aromas of dark currant, earth, humus and soft wood nuances. There is 
reasonable concentration to the suave and round flavors that possess a  
lovely sense of energy and particularly so on the mouth coating if rustic,  
austere and mildly tough finish. This isn’t especially refined and it’s not  
clear that it’s ever going to be particularly seductive. April 2019
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Domaine de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges  
Vieilles Vignes Pinot Noir 2016

[92] Wine Spectator 
Fruity and savory, this red evokes cherry, raspberry, wild thyme, 
rosemary and chalky mineral flavors. Tightens up on the finish, with 
assertive tannins. Best from 2023 through 2038. April 2019 

[91+] View from the Cellar by John Gilman
The wine is both more red fruity and more reserved on the nose than 
the Maison version, offering up a deep and complex nose of cherries, 
pomegranate, espresso, venison, a touch of saddle leather, complex soil  
tones, nutskin, a well done framing of new oak and a smoky topnote. 
On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied and more structured and  
serious than the négociant bottling, with an outstanding core of 
fruit, great soil signature, firm, buried tannins and a long, tangy and 
impressively complex finish. This will need a few more years in the 
cellar than the Maison version, but it has even finer potential and is a 
top notch example of Nuits St. Georges in the making and is premier 
cru quality without a doubt! Issue #82 – July/August 2019

[88-90] Wine Advocate 
Offers simple, slightly smudged redcurrant and strawberry fruit on 
the nose. More definition here would have been nice. The palate is 
medium-bodied with grainy tannin, moderate depth, the 100% whole 
bunch lending sous-bois/woodland notes toward the finish that finally  
delivers the complexity I would be seeking. I suspect that this will 
improve during the remainder of its élevage. December 2017 

[87] Burghound
A discreet application of wood sets off equally somber aromas of 
herbal tea, spice, earth and plum liqueur. The succulent, round and 
impressively voluminous flavors exude a subtle minerality that adds a 
sense of lift to the mildly tough and austere if complex and lingering 
finish that flashes evident rusticity. April 2019

Domaine de Bellene Vosne-Romanée, Premier Cru,  
Les Suchots Pinot Noir 2016

[93] Wine & Spirits 
Classical, speaking elegance to Vosne’s detailed tannic power. The fruit  
is fragrant, transparent and pure, creating a delicate tension with the 
tannins while completely saturating them. This has the structure and 
freshness to develop for a decade or more. April 2019 

[92] View from the Cellar by John Gilman
The bouquet delivers a complex blend of black raspberries, dark berries,  
gamebird, Vosne spice tones, fresh thyme, dark soil tones, bonfire and 
a fair bit of spicy new oak. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied 
and fairly powerful in personality, with a rock solid core of fruit, fine 
mineral drive, very good focus and grip, ripe, chewy tannins and a long,  
tangy and nascently complex finish. This is a very good, young wine, but  
it does not show quite the same potential for elegance down the road as  
the stunning Nuits “Boudots”, which I have a slight preference for out 
of the blocks. But, that said, this wine has excellent depth and serious 
backend energy and it may well just need a bit more time in the cellar 
to catch up with the outstanding Boudots. Issue #82 – July/August 2019

[88-90] Wine Advocate 
Taken from cask and due for racking in February, offers ripe red cherries,  
bilberry and hints of marmalade on the forward and expressive nose.  
The palate is medium-bodied with grippy tannin, quite firm in the 
mouth, masculine with a slightly stolid finish that needs to find more 
grace and opulence. Hopefully racking will address those issues. 
December 2017 

[88] Burghound
Like it was from barrel, this is sufficiently reduced at present that only 
a wisp of spice sneaks out of the funk so I would suggest decanting 
it. Otherwise the velvety, seductive and caressing medium-bodied 
flavors possess an abundance of dry extract while offering fine length 
but surprisingly little depth on the moderately firmly structured and 
markedly austere finale. If the depth eventually develops this could be 
quite good but today this is somewhat one-dimensional and even a bit 
tough. April 2019


